Rev. Frank L. Sarcone
April 28, 1936 - June 17, 2020

Everyone who knew Frank would immediately recognize his uncompromising passion for God and a life lived in faith and joyful obedience to the God Whom he
loved and served.
Even as a child growing up in Port Richmond, the younger of two sons born to Patrick and Jennie (Lucci) Sarcone, Frank recalls running home from church on
Sundays to listen to radio stories about Jesus! There was no television during this time. But his childhood religion grew thin and he started to ask if God was even
real. Sometime afterwards, he heard a conversation about the Bible in the firehouse where he served as FDNY firefighter for twenty-one years, mostly at Engine
156 in West Brighton.
Two firemen discussing the Bible led Frank to pick it up and read it for himself. This led to a very deep and personally intimate relationship with God that had now
taken him onto a different path. He met and married Veronika (Firsching) Sarcone, whom he still called, “My bride” up until his passing away. 1982 was a banner
year: married, later retired from FDNY, started college thirty years after graduation from McKee High School in 1952, and asked to join a church staff.
His preferred method of learning was always to be self-taught, whether in sports where he excelled as a bowler, skier, golfer, sailing, and other sports, or in music as
he learned guitar, ukulele, banjo, piano, concertina and harmonica. He enjoyed writing philosophical and personal poetry, writing over one hundred poems! He also
enjoyed learning astronomy and physics, self-taught as well. His study of the Bible was enhanced as he started to teach himself Greek, the original language of the
New Testament. One firefighter observing how much he enjoyed reading his Bible quipped, “If you studied the fire books like you do your Bible, you could become
chief of the battalion. Frank’s reply? “That would be a demotion!”
His study of Greek and the Bible was formalized as he obtained a Bachelor’s Degree in Bible from Northeastern Bible College, and later on a Master’s Degree from
Philadelphia College of the Bible at age sixty!
During this time, he worked in ministry at Calvary Temple/Gateway Cathedral where he was ordained and served as assistant pastor in charge of Pastoral Care for
twelve years, during which time he developed many helping classes and support for the hurting such as substance abuse groups. After leaving Gateway Cathedral,
Frank did a ministry of Christian Counseling until his retirement, always passionate to help others know and love God and develop a growing intimate relationship
with Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
During all these busy years of ministry, Frank became the father of a son and daughter.
His son, Frank Joseph also became a firefighter, FDNY. He married Kathryn Watson Sarcone and has two lovely sons, Elijah and Everett. Daughter Annaruth is a
speech therapist and is married to Dr. Andrew Chiromeras. Together they added two more darling grandkids, Evelyn Grace and Luke Elliot.
During the thirteen-year battle with cancer, God has blessed Frank with a loving, kind and fun family, and caring and concerned friends, notably at Christ Community
Church in Piscataway, NJ where he and family had been attending for the past fourteen years. When recently asked, “Frank, what is it like waiting to see Jesus?”,
he replied, “A dream come true!”
But he leaves saddened hearts behind!
Frank also leaves the legacy of having written and published two books:
“The Law of Faith and the Bucking Bronco”, a memoir-type remembrance of his life in watching how God interacted with him and others throughout his life.
and
“Paradise, A Story of Three Trees”. This second book is about Paradise, but it did not come from his ongoing battle with cancer, but rather from the mystery of
eternal life that he sought to understand once he met Jesus, his Savior, and the Savior of anyone who hears and obeys God. It is a look at God’s story from Genesis
through Revelation, using unique allegories to help both the learned and novice understand truth from the Holy Scriptures.
https://www.amazon.com/Law-Faith-Bucking-Bronco/dp/1478298731/ref=sxts_sxwds-bia-wc-p13n1_0?
cv_ct_cx=the+law+of+faith+and+the+bucking+bronco&dchild=1&keywords=the+law+of+faith+and+the+bucking+bronco&pd_rd_i=1478298731&pd_rd_r=55036d1204f9-4c0c-8a29-1d002a6bc164&pd_rd_w=QvLXP&pd_rd_wg=zPBHj&pf_rd_p=1da5beeb-8f71-435c-b5c53279a6171294&pf_rd_r=T23BFW2NG4VF3NME6P6G&psc=1&qid=1593228801&sr=1-1-70f7c15d-07d8-466a-b325-4be35d7258cc
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08BWFWSL5/ref=sr_1_13?
crid=31295DW1WRTQ&dchild=1&keywords=paradise+a+story+of+three+trees&qid=1593228161&s=books&sprefix=Paradise+a+Sto%2Cstripbooks%2C147&sr=113
In lieu of flowers, the family would appreciate if you would continue his ministry in helping others know and love God, by getting an extra copy of his book,
“Paradise, A Story of Three Trees”, and passing it on to a friend or neighbor. The book is available on Amazon.

Thank you to our family, nieces and nephews, church, friends and neighbors for your overwhelming love, care, and support. It means so very much. May God bless
you!

A Memorial Service will be held on Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. Due to limited seating capacity and restrictions during this difficult time, the family asks that you contact
them directly.. A zoom conference link will also be available to the family and friends who would like to be a part of Rev. Frank's memorial. Following the service he

will be laid to rest in Moravian Cemetery.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112186576?pwd=aFp0d1pnQmRzOFFxKzhxRjdWbXRQQT09
Please Note the family is asking for you to share a memory of Frank on his tribute page above which means so much to them and serves as a virtual hug during this
trying time, It will also be a lifelong memory for them to share with his children and grandchildren for years to come.

Please Note* The Family strongly wishes for you to not send flowers or memorial gifts but to share your thoughts and memories and words of condolences with
them on his tribute page here.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86112186576?pwd=aFp0d1pnQmRzOFFxKzhxRjdWbXRQQT09

Cemetery
Moravian Cemetery
2205 Richmond Road
Staten Island, NY, 10306

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

John Vincent Scalia Home for Funerals Inc. - June 23 at 12:58 PM

“

Dear Veronika and family,
Wendy, myself, and my sons had the privilege of knowing and loving Frank and Veronika. I have known Frank for the past 42 years. He was always there for Godly advice and wise council.
Wendy and I both grew to love Frank when we were married 23 years ago. We especially got close when we once again became part of the same church family almost 14 years ago. When my
sons were younger, and we would visit them or they would visit us, Frank would take take time to teach them how to shoot marbles - one of his many talents - along with sharing great stories
and wise advice. We will miss Frank and we can't wait to see him again in glory. Our loss is heaven's gain. Veronika, Frank, Annaruth, we love you guys and pray for God's comfort for you
through this time.
Love Ken and Wendy Francis
Kenneth Francis - June 24 at 11:21 AM

“

1 file added to the album Franks Sarcone Service

John Vincent Scalia Home for Funerals Inc. - July 09 at 02:53 PM

“

Dear Veronika & family, I'm so very sorry for your loss. Frank was such a kind, wise, smart Wonderful Christian man. I'm so grateful I was able to have known him. I
Love you so much Veronika and am praying for you. Love, Laurel Bacenet

Laurel Bacenet - July 04 at 05:44 PM

“

Dear Veronika, Frank, and Annaruth,
As your family became part of our family we cherished the time we spent together at family gatherings, family adventures, and many special meals. We are blessed to
be able to share so much and especially our faith in the Lord. Frank will have a special place in our hearts while we walk in this world ..... and we look to the promise of
eternal life through our Lord Jesus when hence we will be together forever.
Love,
Nancy and Nick

Nick Chiromeras - June 25 at 09:18 PM

“

Dear Veronika and family,
Wendy, myself, and my sons had the privilege of knowing and loving Frank and Veronika. I have known Frank for the past 42 years. He was always there for Godly
advice and wise council. Wendy and I both grew to love Frank when we were married 23 years ago. We especially got close when we once again became part of the
same church family almost 14 years ago. When my sons were younger, and we would visit them or they would visit us, Frank would take take time to teach them how to
shoot marbles - one of his many talents - along with sharing great stories and wise advice. We will miss Frank and we can't wait to see him again in glory. Our loss is
heaven's gain. Veronika, Frank, Annaruth, we love you guys and pray for God's comfort for you through this time.
Love Ken and Wendy Francis

Kenneth Francis - June 24 at 10:34 PM

“

It was an honor to have known Frank Sarcone. I had the privilege to get to know him a bit when I was younger. I have many happy memories of spending time with
Frank & Veronika, Frank Jr, and Anna. My deepest condolences to the family, my heart goes out to you all during this time.

David Sammarco - June 24 at 12:58 PM

“

Frank was a kind, gentle, humble man. His life truly exemplified the fruits of the spirit –“love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, self-control”. We will add to
that wisdom and compassion. Whether he was serving as a NYC firefighter, pastor or counselor, Frank gave 100% and did it selflessly, always caring about the needs
of others above his own. He was able to so because of the support of a godly wife and family. Our hearts go out today to Veronika, Frankie Jr. and Anna Ruth, who were
gracious enough to share him with others. He will be missed by the people of his community, the people of his church, his family and friends – All who benefitted from
the life of this one humble man. One man can make a difference. God knew this and so did Frank and because of that the world became a better place! Well-done,
Good and Faithfull Servant. We will miss you!
All Our Love,
Barbara & Paul Ferrante

Barbara & Paul Ferrante - June 24 at 11:22 AM

“

I met Frank before he married Veronika, the 2nd love of his life! His first love was and will always be throughout eternity,the LORD, his faithful
God. I remember the great love and devotion he had for his mother. He was an amazing and caring son. I always enjoyed talking with Frank. I had the privilege of sitting in on counseling
sessions with women who were being counseled by him. It was there that I learned some basic principles about forgiveness. Frank taught that when you forgive someone, you don’t bring the
offense up again to yourself or to others. Now that was a very long time ago! Maybe 40 years! But it stuck!! I think Frank was a relationship builder! He taught me that obedience comes from a
loving relationship, not authority! He illustrated this principle by telling a story about a pet dog!! I am a slow learner!! He explained how his relationship with Christ helped him make even the
smallest decisions, such as picking out which tie to wear! Frank asked thought provoking questions that gently pointed to biblical truth. He didn’t make you feel bad when you didn’t know what
the Bible taught on a subject or didn’t understand a Biblical truth or clearly have backslidden in your faith or have become doubtful. He and his wife continually loved you, prayed for you, and led
by example.
There is only one Frank Sarcone! He added many blessings to my life as well as my husband’s and our two sons. I am glad that we were tugging on the same side of the rope. This is the last
lesson Frank taught me!! In my relationships, especially with family, don’t be paying tug of war on opposite ends! Be a team!! Frank would explain it much better, but that’s what I remember!
Veronika and family, I can only imagine the fruit that Frank’s life will bear in your family for generations to come and his prayers that will continue to be answered throughout your lifetimes and
beyond! All praise to Jesus, who saved Frank by grace, through faith, and it was a gift of God, not a result of Frank’s own good works!! So there is no boasting! But praise God for the good
works that He planned beforehand and brought to completion in Frank’s wonderful life!!! Ephesians 2:8-10.
Barbara and John Smith - June 24 at 12:21 PM

“

We were so fortunate to have known Frank and Veronika through Annaruth who is a close friend of my daughter. They shared in our celebration of my husband’s
surprise 60th birthday party which turned out to be at the same venue of Annaruth and Drew’s wedding! A memory that stands out in my mind is all of us having
attended the Christmas show at the St. George theatre along with my mother and sister-in-law then happily going to Frank and Veronika’s house for Chinese food,
although Veronika is an excellent cook any they were always a wonderful host and hostess. Frank was one of the kindest, gentlest and genuine people I know. You can
see he was very loving and very well loved. May Frank Rest In Peace
Michael and Celina Lombardo

Celina Lombardo - June 24 at 08:13 AM

“

Rev. Frank Sarcone was a colleague and at the same time mentor of mine when I first entered the ministry in the mid 80’s. He was AnnMarie’s and my marriage
counselor. We will both be forever grateful for his kind and wise demeanor...and deep commitment to his wife, children and most of all his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
I’ll always remember him as a soft-spoken man of God whose life spoke loudly of godliness and a love for the Word of God. He left an indelible mark on AnnMarie and
me. Veronika, thank you for your faithfulness to the Lord and your husband. One day we will be reunited in heaven, Frank...for now ...enjoy the inevitable words of the
Lord - “Well done my good and faithful servant!”
Rev. Timothy J and AnnMarie Mercaldo

Rev. Timothy J. Mercaldo - June 23 at 10:50 PM

“

Veronika and Family,
There are so many memories of our families together. We met at Camp Spofford, and our kids grew up together there. Frank taught us how to play “Spoons”. We took
nighttime cruises around the lake while Gene and Frank played the “Flukelele.” Frank made an impact on our children’s’ lives, as well as ours. He was deeply loved by
us, more than you know. We grieve with you, but rejoice in that GREAT HOPE that someday, we will be together in eternity. All of our love and prayers,
Gene and Tammy Tecce

Gene and Tammy Tecce - June 23 at 10:11 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Frank's passing. My husband was privileged to be under his teachings during our pre-marriage counseling. We would laugh because God
knew to put a fireman together with a cop -- they would totally understand each other. Well it's 30 years later and we are going strong! Thank you Frank for your
guidance. All our love and prayers to the Sarcone Family.

Nancy Troisi - June 23 at 08:02 PM

“

I've known "Papa Sniffy" for forever it seems. I've always loved his quiet voice and funny jokes. I was excited to introduce him to my husband and am forever grateful
that he was part of our wedding. From teaching us to play spoons and boat rides around Lake Spofford, my siblings and I all have such special memories, and Papa
Sniffy will be greatly missed.
Kimberly Berger

Kimberly Berger - June 23 at 05:09 PM

“

Dear Veronika and Family,
Pastor Frank will always be fondly and warmly remembered by our family. Growing up in the church it was a true blessing to know Pastor Frank. He demonstrated
sincere Christian love and led by example as a devoted father and husband. Frank and Veronika modeled a true Christian marriage and family. It was a precious gift to
me to see their love for the Lord and each other. I remember Frank telling us before he married us to always look to “outserve” each other in our marriage. But Frank
just did not say it in words he lived it out.
You have showed us all what a true servant of Christ is and have been a good friend to so many of us. You will be greatly missed Pastor Frank. I know you are with
Jesus now celebrating.
Heidi and Marc Bavaro

Heidi and Marc Bavaro - June 23 at 03:55 PM

“

I've known Frank Sarcone for basically my entire life. I have many memories of being with Frank, Veronika and his children Frankie and Anna Ruth. One of my favorite
memories of being with Mr. Sarcone was when he took me and my brothers Gene and Brian down to the harbor to crab fish to catch some crabs so we could race them
on the sidewalk along the harbor. I will truly miss Mr. Sarcone. He was like a second father to me during the time that I knew him, and I know that he is in Heaven with
Jesus in everlasting joy free from the pain and troubles of this world. He was a wonderful man of God and he showed it in everything he did. Rest in Peace Mr. Sarcone,

I will truly miss you.
Stephen Tecce - June 23 at 02:52 PM

“

We are all going to miss Brother Frank Sarcone. Whenever we think of him and Veronika, the words steady and faithful come to mind. We pray for just the right touch
from the Lord that Veronika and their family needs. I hope they can feel the warmth that all their friends are offering.
"We praise You Lord, from whom all blessings flow.
We praise You as your dear creatures here below.
We join in praise with FRANK and Your heavenly host,
Praising Father, Son, and Holy Ghost."
Several other comments came on my Facebook page.

Jane and Jerry Francis - June 23 at 01:10 PM

“

Frank helped me personally and in my marriage. My favorite story he told helps me to this day. A prisoner in a muddy pit set to work making the most of life as was
possible, cheerfully cleaning the pit and singing and expressing gratitude to the Lord. What a way to rise above this world! So thankful for his many wise words to me.
Some too personal to share, but God knows and He is Frank’s great reward.

Teresa Francis - June 23 at 01:09 PM

“

4 files added to the album LifeTributes

John Vincent Scalia Home for Funerals Inc. - June 23 at 12:52 PM

“

The memory of Frank that I'll always have is that he was a kind, gracious man that always took a genuine interest in helping people. May your soul rest in peace.
`Frank DiTommaso

Frank - June 23 at 11:15 AM

“

God used Frank to help many people including me He gave solid Godly wise counsel. With deepest sympathy my prayers go out to Veronica and the children.

janet gennaro panzella - June 23 at 10:28 AM

“

Dear Veronica, Frank, Jr. and Anna Ruth,
To me as I see it,
Another light has gone out of this world.
Frank was a holy man. A man who truly loved Jesus, Our Lord.
He was a man of wisdom, love, humility, filled with the Holy Spirit, always available.
He enjoyed a good time, had a great sense of humor. I could give many examples of how he exhibited all these things to me personally, throughout the years, when I
was in great need, in dire straits, and in need of a friend. He was a gentle, wise counselor, never judgmental, always encouraging. I saw him also as a good father, a
great example to everyone, and a loving faithful husband. I loved him dearly.
I can hear Our Father saying to him “Well done my good and faithful servant”.
This is the scripture verse that comes to me when I think of his life.
2 Timothy 4:7-8 New International Version (NIV)
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
This is the scripture verse that comes to me when I think of his life.
Frank is wearing his crown. Praise the Lord!
Love,
Lorraine Rath

donald rath - June 23 at 09:23 AM

“

I am saddened to hear that Frank went home to be with his savior. Although, that should be a cause of celebration (which I am happy about), I am sad because I grieve
with you and your family. I also grieve with all those who love him and whose lives have been touched by his. We love(d) Frank. He did our marriage counseling, and on
our first counseling appt, we asked him to marry us. He would of (if he could). Both of you have been an integral part of our lives. I called Dawn Anthony Imbriale and
told her. We were talking about this year and all the great men of faith that we lost (or are losing): Ravi Zacharias, Tim Keller (recently diagnosed with cancer) and we
include Frank. We are not sure if we have your current address. We understand that because of covid, funeral attendance is limited, so we want to participate through
zoom on Wednesday. Wanted to let you know that we love you both (and family) and will be praying for your family during this difficult time. Love you,
Linda (and Artie) Scrima

Linda Scrima - June 23 at 09:09 AM

“

Frank’s Wise godly counsel was such an important part in our marriage. We send our prayers and condolences for your family during this time. Much love, Frank & Julia
Campagna

julia Campagna - June 23 at 09:08 AM

“

I remember when I first came to know Frank and Veronika-I was asked to babysit their baby Frankie. I thought what a quiet man he was--he was a quiet man but one
that listened so carefully to others and used wisdom before he spoke .I soon found out he was such a man of God, with an amazing sense of humor, so kind hearted
and gentle-with such a love for others.-especially his family. He once said to me as teenager. I dont care if I only have money to pay you as a babysitter--so I can walk
alone with my bride or just get a cup of coffee with her -that makes me so happy. He would just get down and play with his kids--laugh and just love them so much. He
was a mentor to me --always sharing such wisdom. He always took time to minister to others. I know he rejoices with the Lord today. Thank you Frank for being such an
amazing true person in my life.You "fired" me as babysitter and "adopted" me as family. Thank you for being a true example of a Christian-and such a blessing to my
family. You will be missed .

Karen M Crispi - June 22 at 10:38 PM

“

Frank a dear friend and brother in Christ.We have known Frank and his family for forty years.We enjoyed being with him so much.He was a great help to my family over
the years with his wisdom and kindnessFrank was a quiet man and when he spoke he extended Gods grace to those who would listen.I will see you again dear brother
when I close my eyes for the last time.THE WONDERFUL GRACE OF GOD BY HIS SON!!!! Walter and Regena Christian

walter Christian - June 22 at 08:50 PM

“

I came to know Frank Sarcone through my cherished friendship with Annaruth. While he was quiet and soft spoken, his incredible intelligence, intense love for his
family, Groucho Marx-style wit and heart for God were always immediately apparent; a leader who exemplified everything that a husband and father should be. I will
always be inspired by his words in a time in my life when I was unsure of what to do next in my career path and underemployed. He shared with complete compassion,
practicality, and honesty that sometimes being in the grocery store stocking shelves can be one of the most valuable times in your life, with the space and opportunity
for meditative quiet moments to get to know God and oneself better. I will continue to carry that imparted wisdom and will always be grateful to have known him.

Jaclyn Holzer - June 22 at 06:14 PM

“

132 files added to the album LifeTributes

John Vincent Scalia Home for Funerals Inc. - June 22 at 05:54 PM

“

We have been so blessed to know Frank for over 40 years. With his quiet spirit and consistent manner, he was always ready to offer a listening ear and a word of
encouragement. He gave understanding and advice from the earliest days of my walk the Lord and shared real pleasure when he heard about my own Father’s
salvation after 30 years of praying for him. As Frank said, “that means everything” And to think he is with Jesus gives us great joy.

Rich & Brenda Sammarco - June 22 at 03:24 PM

“

Frank Sarcone for me was more than part of our church, he became a friend. I remember going to Staten Island to have lunch with Frank. I forget what restaurant he
took me to. But I do remember afterwards thinking to myself, "This is a guy who knows God." I am so thankful for the opportunity to walk beside him for a while on the
journey. He is missed.

Pastor Dennis Cahill - June 22 at 02:38 PM

“

“Uncle Frankie” will always be remembered as a soft-spoken and caring person for all who knew him. He took the time to actually listen and then offered guidance but
only if you wanted it. He was never intrusive or pushy with his words. He was a man who genuinely took interest in whatever it was that gave you enjoyment from
sports, to fishing, to music, to God. He had a great sense of humor and always enjoyed being around family. We spent many holidays together as a family, especially
Thanksgiving and Sarcone Christmas and those memories are forever engrained in our spirit. He will be sorely missed but his memory will live on in all of us who had
the pleasure to know him.

Frank J Gambino - June 22 at 02:09 PM

“

I was very impressed by Frank's background, starting off with his 21 years service in the fire department. I was impressed also that Frank was a loving husband and
father and grandfather. I was impressed by his two degrees from college. I read the glowing accounts of those who were blessed and impressed by his godly counsel
and character through his ministry. I was very impressed that he had written two books.
But do you want to know what impressed me the most? I was impressed that Frank was a child of God. He lived his life for his Lord with all his heart. And I think that
God also was impressed,not by Frank's worldly accomplishments and accolades, but by his love and dedication to his Lord.
Sandy Branner

Sandy Branner - June 22 at 01:00 PM

“

I will always remember Pastor Frank as a kind and gentle man who spoke the truth in love. His ministry was soul care and he did it with grace. He never let show the
burdens he helped carry for so many in the body of Christ. He was fully present with you in the moment, and the peace he had with Christ was as clearly communicated
as his counsel. He and Veronika co-labored in life and ministry and prayer and their life together stands as a testimony to what God can do through hearts that are
wholly His.
With love,
Louise Phillips & family

Louise Phillips - June 22 at 10:36 AM

“

Dear Veronica and Family,
We are saddened at the loss of your husband and father. Our heart and prayers are with each of you. We remember Frank as a godly pastor, teacher, and friend. We
rejoice that he is in the presence of our Lord and Savior.
Love in Christ,
Roe & Frankie Seccafico
Matthew & Gregory Hohmann

Roe & Frankie Seccafico - June 22 at 10:32 AM

“

What a blessing Rev. Sarcone was to me in my life. I spent many years under his care as a gentle, and caring counselor . Always leading me back to God's word in all
my trials. I will remember his kindness and wisdom always.

Mary Seyfried - June 22 at 10:13 AM

“

My dear friend and brother firefighter Frank will be sorely missed. Frank was a very deep thinker and what a great privilege and blessing it was for me to be tutored by
Frank in Christian counseling work. Frank was a wonderful counselor because of his love for people and his great knowledge and wisdom of spiritual things. Frank was
used by God for many years and in many ways. It was a privilege knowing Frank and working with him. See you in Glory my brother. Jerry Feola

Jerry Feola - June 22 at 10:04 AM

“

To the Sarcone family we offer you our sincere and deepest sympathy at this difficult time.Your strong faith will get you through peacefully.Rest in peace Frank.
Your Neighbors
Peter&Margueite

Peter and Marguerite Cundari - June 21 at 04:49 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Sarcone family. Although many years have passed since I last saw Frank, I will remember him always as a kind and gentle man. RIP Frank
Lorraine Alweiss
Lorraine Alweiss - June 24 at 04:30 PM

